
LIGHTNING  
WATCH — Donovan Miller
Between attending class, 
working multiple jobs and 
dual sport participation with 
the St. Mary’s Lightning men’s 
basketball team and men’s cross-
country team, it is safe to say 
that Donovan Miller has a pretty 
full schedule. 

The Atlanta, GA native found 
his way to St. Mary after a brief 
stint with Providence College 
in Manitoba, providing the 
talented hoopster his first taste 
of what it’s like to compete 
in collegiate sports in Canada 
and the difference in the game 
between the two countries.

“It’s been a bit of a shock, as 
far as the focus on athleticism 
shifting to more of the focus 
on the IQ part of the game,” 
explains Miller, who also believes 
it is a little easier to blend in on 

campus in Canada as 

opposed to American schools.

While it can be tough to 
manage commitments to both 
basketball and cross-country, 
Miller credits Lightning men’s 
basketball coach Nathan Ruff 
for helping keep things on 
schedule.

“It gets pretty hard to balance 
everything but coach Ruff has 
assisted me,” said Miller. “He 
provided me a graph that I can 
organize and balance all my 
commitments, it helps to have a 
visual. It does get overwhelming 
at times though for sure.”

One thing that immediately 
stood out to Miller upon his 
arrival at St. Mary’s was the 
strong sense of community 
on campus, which he credits 
as helping him get acclimated 
to the school and the City of 
Calgary.

“It’s been great here at St. 
Mary’s, it’s such a tight-knit 
community,” said Miller. 
“Everyone I have met has 
been over-the-top friendly and 
warm.”

Miller has some solid goals in 
mind for his first season with the 

Lightning as he hopes to help 
the program take strong steps 
forward this year.

“I want to give me all to the 
team and become a better 
player, leader, teammate and 
friend,” said Miller. “The team 
is great, and is one of the most 
cohesive teams I’ve ever been 
with.”


