
LIGHTNING  
WATCH — Mary-Jean Ritchie

In a team sport such as basketball, 
individual records aren’t often the focus 
of attention but rather testaments to 
the quality of the program and talented 
individuals who compose a roster. That 
being said Mary-Jean Ritchie, fifth-year 
forward and ACAC all-time rebounding 
leader, has a nice ring to it. 

On Friday, February 10 2017, Ritchie 
etched her name into the ACAC record 
books after securing the 892 rebound of 
her ACAC career.

It is the culmination of a long journey 
that has seen Ritchie grow and expand 
her game from early days of club basket-
ball, to time at Medicine Hat College and 
finally with the Lightning at St. Mary’s 
University. 

Lightning head coach Steve Shoults has 
been at the forefront of Ritchie’s pro-
gression both on and off the basketball 
court and perhaps feels an added sense 
of pride over this particular accomplish-
ment.

“It means a lot to me to see one of my 
players achieve such an outstanding ac-
complishment, especially with MJ,” said 
Shoults. “I coached her in club basketball 
and therefore we have a long history 
together where I’ve had the pleasure of 
watching her grow as an athlete and a 
person.”

“As a coach 
it is amazing 
to see one of 
my players 

receive accolades for her hard work, it 
is a fantastic reminder to how dedicated 
these student athletes are.”

To be able to share this record with the 
coach that, as Ritchie describes, started 
her basketball career was quite a surpris-
ing and emotional accomplish.

“It was an emotional moment, I never 
would have thought that I would be able 
to do something like this, let alone with 
the coach who pretty much started my 
basketball career for me,” said Ritchie. 
“It was really exciting.” 

Individual awards are nice, but to Ritchie 
it only serves as a small highlight as to 
the strength of the Lightning program. 

“I came into the program two years ago, 
and this last year we did what no one 
thought we would in getting silver and 

going to Nationals and even this year 
it’s just got better,” said Ritchie. “We 
have such depth and contributions being 
made by everyone on the team that it’s 
so incredible to be a part of this and con-
tribute what I can to these team wins.” 

For Shoults, Ritchie’s record is another 
example to the strength of the Light-
ning women’s program being built at St. 
Mary’s.

“This record highlights how far the pro-
gram has come in its short time in the 
ACAC,” said Shoults. “Not only with MJ, 
but we have several players moving up 
records boards and making impacts on 
the court on a weekly basis. This speaks 
to the school and our athletic programs.”

 


	_GoBack

